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Two Nicaraguan economists, Mario Alegria and Nora Aldana, have been sentenced to 16-year jail
terms for possession of state secrets, which reportedly included economic projections, estimates of
grain production, export figures and other economic data. Two other defendants in the case, both
government employees, were given three-year sentences for allegedly giving Alegria information.
Reports in the pro-government press described Alegria and Aldana as spies with links to the CIA.
The charges against Alegria allege that he received money from a US diplomat in exchange for
economic information, and that he paid Aldana, an economist who worked in a government agency,
for copies of internal reports. Both were convicted under a law that prohibits action designed
"to submit the country to foreign domination." Aladana and Alegria are in jail while their case is
under appeal. Alegria's lawyer, Hernaldo Zuniga, said last week that he was confident it would be
dismissed. "The charges are so flimsy that I can't believe they will be sustained," he said. Zuniga
added that he expected a ruling from the appeals court in about a month. Alegria, 32, was director
of the Private Sector Institute for Social and Economic Investigations, which publishes a bulletin
circulated among Nicaraguan professionals and foreign diplomats. Unnamed business leaders cited
by the New York Times said the sentences were intended to send a message to the Supreme Council
of Private Enterprise (COSEP), which sponsors the institute Alegria headed. In an interview with
the Times COSEP president Gilberto Cuadra said that Alegria had been pressed to implicate him
and former COSEP president Enrique Bolanos Geyer. Aldana's lawyer, Reybaldo Vega Lacayo,
said the "secret" economic data the two defendants were charged with possessing were all publicly
available. "One hundred percent of the documents that were presented at the trial are either on
sale at bookstores or are available in the library at Incae," Vega said. Incae is a local business school
that was founded in cooperation with Harvard University. When Alegria and Aldana were held
incommunicado for 10 days at El Chipote prison in Managua, delegates of the human rights group
Americas Watch were permitted to talk privately with Alegria. Jemera Rone of Americas Watch
said, "He told us he had been kept awake for long periods of time and had been subject to all-night
interrogations...During that time, he was videotaped and the tape was shown on TV as a confession.
He had no opportunity to consult with an attorney or anyone else." (Basic data from New York
Times, 10/02/88)
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